
Financial Assistance Tutorial
“I Need Someone to HELP Me”

CENTRAL ARKANSAS CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS



Know your ABC’s
● LEARNS Act: 

Literacy
Empowerment
Accountability
Readiness
Networking
School Safety



Know your ABC’s
● ADE: Arkansas Department of Education
● DESE: Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
● EFA: Educational Freedom Account
● CLASSWALLET: Third party EFA account platform
● SUCCEED: Scholarship grandfathered in pre-LEARNS
● ACE: Need-based scholarship, privately sponsored 
● PIAK: Philanthropic Investment in Arkansas Kids Scholarship
● FACTS: CAC online platform / application hub



Need-based Assistance

- FACTS and ACE applications are open. April 15th Deadline for both
- Both applications are actually through FACTS, but both may require separate logins from your CAC username 

and password.

- Two reasons for this I can think of:

- Security measure separating sensitive tax information from student accounts

- Otherwise it would be too easy

- Recommendation: Keep track of your various logins for all these applications, and the email addresses 

that you’re using for future communications.

- Applicants for CAC financial aid will need to have completed applications for both EFA 

and ACE in order to qualify.



ACE



Let’s Talk About LEARNS
Applications open this Monday, March 3rd



LEARNS: 2025-2026 School Year

- ALL Kindergarten-12th students are eligible for EFA voucher.

- Kindergarteners must turn 5 by August 1st to participate.

- ALL K-12 applicants qualify for EFA voucher

- $6,864 ($1,716 per quarter)

- $7,627 ($1,906.75 per quarter) SUCCEED Students

- ALL families must complete application process, new or renewing…sorry :(

- ALL new participants will eventually also have to create an account with 

CLASSWALLET for quarterly transfers (more on this later)



EFA Application: FACTS
- Application: DESE.LINK/EFA

- Application goes live on March 3rd at 8:00am

- Applications for new and returning students will run through FACTS

- Current CAC families should use their existing FACTS login

- New CAC families will need to use their recently acquired login, or create an account

- The account profile is Parent/Guardian



EFA Application: Things of Note

- You can add a co-applicant (another parent/guardian)

- Many fields to complete. Most/All fields are required. 

- Missed fields will show up in red once submitted.



EFA Application: Additional Questions

- “Does any child that will be listed on this application have a funded student 

account in the 24-25 EFA program?”
- IF “Yes”: It’s Survey Time

- Satisfaction/EFA experience questionnaire

- You will be asked eligibility questions from previous year: data collection purposes

- If you answer “Yes” to disability question, pick category that best describes your 

student’s situation

- IF “No”: It’s Family Details Time (data collection purposes only, does not impact eligibility)



EFA Application: Student Registration

- You will want to add each student BEFORE you “Submit and Continue”
- After first student, click green plus sign “Add Student” before submitting application

- Legal Name of Student

- SSN

- DOB

- Gender

- Grade for 2025-2026



EFA Application: Student Questions
- Did this student have a funded student account in 24-25 EFA program?

- ClassWallet ID number: Top right corner in “Personal Settings” then “Account Settings”

- Demographic questions

- “This student has been admitted to (or plans to attend) the following type of school for the 2025-26 school year”:  

- Select “PRIVATE SCHOOL”

- “Please Select the school this child/ward has been admitted to or plans to attend…

- Select “Central Arkansas Christian or CAC”

- “Has this student been identified as a child with a disability in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA)?”

- Select from the drop-down menu the answer that best fits your student’s situation

- “Will this student participate in the EFA program for the 2025-2026 school year?”

- Select “YES” then “Save and Continue”



EFA Application: Review Responses

- “Before submitting the form, please review and check if all the details have 

been captured correctly.”

- Applicant will be shown as the parent info followed by Student info

- Submit and Continue: At this point, new applicants will show “Incomplete”

- Now it’s Documentation Time!



Documentation Time
● Returning EFA program students: No Documents Needed
● New EFA Program Students: 2 Documents Needed

○ Age Verification (must provide one): Birth Certificate, 
passport, shot record, etc.

○ Residency Verification (must provide one): Driver’s 
License, utility bill, voter registration, mortgage 
statement, vehicle registration, etc
■ Not necessary if family has one returning participant



Institution Review
● Upload documents: note that the application does not put a 

check mark beside the item even after you’ve uploaded it.
● Application Status should read: “INSTITUTION REVIEW”

○ FACTS to review all verification materials within 10 days
○ Should receive a confirmation email along with updates 

on your application status
● Once approved, you will receive a “Welcome Email” from 

ClassWallet with instructions on how to set up your EFA 
account for funding transfer



CLASSWALLET: The Quarterly Saga

- Each Quarter, families will be provided with tuition invoices qualifying you for 

one fourth of your EFA annual distribution ($1,716/quarterly) to transfer to CAC

- Families MUST complete each quarterly transfer promptly. If a transfer is not 

completed within the window of time, the quarterly amount will be charged to 

the family’s FACTS account



Your FACTS Account: What to expect

Straight from the Business Office: Jamie Keim (jkeim@cacmustangs.org)

“Once we have received notification that you have been approved, the Business 
Office will update your FACTS account balance.  Your tuition payments will then 
only reflect your remaining balance after LEARNS.”  

“The LEARNS amount will be added back to your account as an Incidental that is 
On Hold.  Each quarter, the Business Office will apply a credit to the LEARNS 
incidental balance after the funds from the State are received.  This will ultimately 
result in a $0 balance for the LEARNS incidental amount by the end of the year.”

mailto:jkeim@cacmustangs.org


In Closing

- Applications for EFAs open Monday, March 3rd at 8am

- We are told that there is no deadline for applying, but we highly encourage 

every CAC family to begin the process early, but don’t stress about 8am.

- ACE and Financial Aid applications are open now!

- Deadline April 15th (Tax Day)







Contacts
Chad Tappe: ctappe@cacmustangs.org
Jamie Keim: jkeim@cacmustangs.org
Lisa Lancaster: llancaster@cacmustangs.org
Dr. Andy Stewart: astewart@cacmustangs.org

ADE: (501)683-1876
ADE.EFA@ade.arkansas.gov
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